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Anger fizzes up as festive |

Coke truck comes to town

Dental groups criticise iconic Coca-Cola vehicle’s visit to Baldock |
|

By Huw Wales
THE ICONIC Coca-Cola Christ.
mas truck came to North Hert.
fordshire but not all were happy
with the visit

“The truck, which has become
an conic imageof Christmas, was
i Baldock esterday (Tuesday) to
meet the crowds of people.

However, dental groups in Hert
fordshire criticised the visit of
CocaCola to Baldock because of
Goncerns over obesity and dental
problems

The  medical _professionals
questioned whether the vehiclc
Wasa “truck of oy or misery” as it
raised worries about health prob
Jems, in particular among chil

dren.
Peter Tatton, Herts Local Dent
al Committee secretary, said

“You may welcome a visit from
the Coca-Cola truck, but wherever
you stand on this issue, there isno
doubt that consuming too many
fizzy drinks is bad for your
health.

“Much of our working day is
taken up with treating adults and
children who eat too much sugar.
The problems caused by obesity
devastate people’s lives.

“Dental decay, a preventable

disease, still accounts for far too
much suffering among chil

When the visit to Baldock was
announced in November this year
it was welcomed by local offi
cials,

James Lunnon, chairman of the
Baldock Town Partnership, had
said: “It i really great news.

“It is a massive opportunity for
Baldock.

“People are going to come here
from all around.

“It should be a great thing for
local businesses.

Obesity

Research by health officials in
2014 found that significant num
bers of children in North Hert
fordshire were suffering from
dental decay and obesity,

One in five fiveyearolds in
North Herts (21 per cent) were
found to have dental decay while
one in eight were obese.

Baldock was one of twotowns in

Hertfordshire to be visited by the
Coca-Cola truck A spokesman for Coca-Cola
The ftruck was in Baldock Great Britain said: “The Coca

Cola Christmas _truck tour

between 1pm and 9pm yesterday

as part of a tour through 44 loc

ations across the country. everyone in the build-up to Christ
It i the sixth year that it has mas.

been on tour in the UK. “The tour is now in its sixth

provides a moment of fun for

year and remains extremely pop-
Ular, Each year we receive thou.

THE REAL THING: The
Coc Christmas truck

ssic or one of our

CocaCola CI
Cola Zero

no-sugar options, Coca

local
councils and the public {o take it

o their town.
‘As part of the experience we
offer people a small 150ml can of

sands of requests from

‘We do not provide drinks to
under-125 unless their parent or
guardian is present and happy for

us to do s0."





